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e-Test: Security, Sovereignty and Solidarity   

in the face of COVID-19 
 

SUMMARY 

As test of security, sovereignty and solidarity, COVID-19 will have a generational impact, 

much like the fall of the Berlin wall and the fall of the twin towers on September 11, 2001. 

In the face of COVID-19, we should not fall-flat; we should face the challenge with stride. 

Moreover, we should use this time to reflect upon our situation, our society, our structures, 

our systems, our strategy and our synergy, taking into account a comprehensive approach1.       

 

Indeed, in a global security & defence perspective, we need to revisit our assumptions that 

the world will adopt our occidental lifestyle and that we can be at peace in times of crises. 

This neoliberal daydream of peace in our time is a utopia, an ideal for a global civilisation 

that has yet to exist in our own imaginations. In reality, the pragmatic perspective prevails. 

Faced with limited global resources, competition and conflict ensues and will last for some 

generations to come. Thus, this article argues COVID-19 is a litmus e-test for the Occident. 

 

Taking a comprehensive approach to analysing global security & defence beyond 2020, we 

believe that three key principles ought to dominate our thinking for this new era: Security, 

Sovereignty and Solidarity, for our friends and allies. Indeed, as in an emergency, we first 

need to save ourselves in the Occident in order to survive to live another day to help others. 

In reality, global stability largely rests on successful occidental friendships and alliances. It 

thus is strategically imperative and vital that the Occident come out of COVID-19 stronger. 

 

Figure 1 – Map of the Occident 

  

                                                           
1 DION, Eric (2017), Synergy – A Theoretical Model of Canada’s Comprehensive Approach, iUniverse, 

308 pp.: www.synergybook.ca  

http://www.synergybook.ca/
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SECURITY 

In terms of global security & defence, the situational context and socio-cultural dimensions 

offer interesting perspectives and insights into two areas that are not generally considered. 

Indeed the global pandemic situation presents challenges for sure, which most are focused 

on, but our blind side is the opportunity this global crisis presents in terms of our solidarity. 

Through solidarity we can ensure the Occident’s security preserving collective sovereignty.   

 

Situational context    

Besides watching the usual suspects of global instability, namely Russia, China, Iran and 

North Korea, we also need to be aware of the contemporary global threats like hackers and 

industrial spies, which attempt to sabotage and subvert our progress and perspectives. The 

death by a thousand cuts, the Chinese water torture and the slow warming of the water to 

the boiling point, are metaphors of what is to come tomorrow if we do not awaken today. 

Threats, as we have learned from the SARS-CoV-2 virus, often come in small packages, in 

small doses we absorb every day, like led in water, without tasting it and without knowing. 

 

Fortunately, thanks to information resilience, we are slowly awakening to water poisoning 

and realising the long–term campaign that is being waged through hybrid and unrestricted, 

asymmetric and unconventional warfare. Indeed, espionage and subversion, disinformation 

and virtual sabotage, are all part of a constructed campaign to slowly but surely destabilise. 

The center of gravity of such a global campaign is our sovereignty, which it plans to turn 

against each of us, while the campaign vital ground is literally our own sense of solidarity. 

Faced with this critical situation, society becomes a fundamental enabler for the Occident.        

 

Societal culture 

Since warfare has become civilised, civilians are no longer seen as neutral protagonists by 

our adversaries. As such, through cyber warfare, information warfare, economic warfare, 

legal warfare, cognitive warfare and the like, civilians are within our enemies’ arcs-of-fire. 

Thus we need to consider the military as the armed arm of our societies, while civilians are 

the unarmed arm, which still has a role to play in defence: The pen is as powerful as a gun. 

Educating our people for the long war in terms of the multiple-domains of warfare and the 

required integrated, whole-of-government and comprehensive approach required to face it 

is fundamental. As such, we must redevelop civil defences in order to survive and succeed.   

 

Starting with stockpiles for all chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear incidents, we 

must expand our home grown industrial bases, which support essential services and critical 

infrastructures. We should furthermore (re)establish a national civil service for youth over 

14, and for all adults under 60, serving their respective societies in nationally administered 

programs, ranging from park wardens to language teaching, to serving our elders and sick. 

This would not only foster a sense of sovereign unity, but also (re)create a strategic culture 

of service before self, of rights with responsibilities that has shaped the greatest generation.     

 

SOVEREIGNTY 

Since our global system is still largely based on Westphalia’s (1648) idea of sovereignty, 

this is the global unit of analysis we must contend with for the near future. Although cities 

and some corporations are as powerful today as states, it will be a slow evolution to a new 

paradigm of sovereign-city. Part of the issue is our dichotomy between the private and the 
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public aspects of our lives, something our adversaries have transcended pragmatically. In 

fact, corporations and cities do not exist outside of the states that provide the context and 

the society that is fertile to their success. The private/public dichotomy only serves elites. 

As such, we must envisage a new structural organisation and systemic process for global 

security & defence that are both effective and efficient in reality and not simply in theory. 

 

Structural organisation 

Following from COVID-19, there will be structural pressures to reduce our expenses and 

defence will certainly not be exempt. This will present an opportunity to implement new 

thinking in global security & defence, where a whole force concept should be envisioned. 

Beyond the total force of a nation, which includes regular and reserve forces, a whole force 

concept integrates the whole of society at the service of our nations’ very own sovereignty. 

Through national civil service, for all between 14 and 60, the mobilisation of our national 

human capital and power would become the modus vivendi for ensuring our own security. 

 

In pure military terms we should therefore consider the USMC model and approach2 as an 

integrated way of providing the offer of global security & defence services. With a global 

focus first and foremost to secure and defend the Occident, putting its citizen-soldiers first, 

enabling warriors as network centric nodes in dispersed operations, and finally, leveraging 

strategic communications and ensuring integration within the whole-of-society, we should 

adopt expeditionary postures only when our occidental sovereignty is directly challenged. 

For the small and the thousand cuts wars, we must develop our comprehensive approach3.  

 

Systemic process 

New technologies, as we have seen in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, can be very 

advantageously employed to reduce travel, work from home and still achieve some results. 

However ensuring the security of social media platforms, educating people on cyber safety 

as a life hygiene, (re)classifying information on our capabilities like artificial intelligence, 

and protecting our intellectual property as a public essential service are now fundamentals. 

We in the Occident, need to become much less naïve about the potential use of these tools, 

where aggregating insignificant information provides a means for significant intelligence.    

 

By systematically reviewing our information processes we need a validated way to ensure, 

for example through signing-in at virtual libraries, that our info, intel and IP are kept safe. 

Only tax paying citizens should be allowed to request and access aggregated information at 

the national and occidental levels, so we must build a great firewall to secure data, as gold. 

The privatisation of data is counter to our principled sovereignty, where corporations also 

benefit from using the air and water, as they use the land for which they are required to pay 

taxes. Data, as human capital, are now the life blood of a new global competitive economy. 

Unless other countries are willing and able to play by the occidental global rule book, they 

ought to be excluded from benefiting. This is simply a matter of reciprocity and solidarity. 

                                                           
2 USMC (2020), Force Design 2030: https://www.hqmc.marines.mil/Portals/142/Docs/CMC38%20Force 

%20Design%202030%20Report%20Phase%20I%20and%20II.pdf?ver=2020-03-26-121328-460 &  

CHILDS, Nick (2020), “US Marine Corps raises the flag – and new questions – on future force design”: 

https://www.iiss.org/blogs/military-balance/2020/04/united-states-marine-corps-future-force-design  
3 DION, Eric (2017), Synergy – A Theoretical Model of Canada’s Comprehensive Approach, iUniverse, 

308 pp.: www.synergybook.ca 

https://www.hqmc.marines.mil/Portals/142/Docs/CMC38%20Force%20%20Design%202030%20Report%20Phase%20I%20and%20II.pdf?ver=2020-03-26-121328-460
https://www.hqmc.marines.mil/Portals/142/Docs/CMC38%20Force%20%20Design%202030%20Report%20Phase%20I%20and%20II.pdf?ver=2020-03-26-121328-460
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/military-balance/2020/04/united-states-marine-corps-future-force-design
http://www.synergybook.ca/
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SOLIDARITY 

The third and final principle, is based on the idea of friendship’s reciprocity, or solidarity. 

Since security protects and defends our core sovereignty, solidarity is the glue that sticks 

both together in a coherent strategy that yields a sum greater than its parts; i.e. a synergy. 

In order to counter global threats to the Occident, a simple game of sum is insufficient to 

address a situation, a society, a structure, a system and a strategy. Synergy is fundamental 

and as such, integration is the modus operandi that will create such an order of magnitude. 

Not only must we secure and protect our sovereignty, but we must collaborate together as 

one integrated whole, which will be able to confront and challenge the contending powers. 

 

Strategic policy 

A new occidental contract, or perhaps even an occidental compact, becomes quintessential 

in a context where Russia, China, Iran, North Korea, non-state actors, and even the climate 

challenge us directly but mostly indirectly, slowly but surely. As such, we must ensure that 

we develop our “strategic friendships with defence benefits” in favour of occidental power. 

There is no sense for example delocalising the workforce to countries that abuse the people 

and as such our simple economic logic must become subordinate to an occidental compact. 

The public sphere and government administration should clearly supplant corporate elites. 

After all corporations benefit from the Occident’s very public macro-economic conditions.   

 

Within the occidental compact, assorted of a new social contract, collective solidarity must 

become the driving force and vision. International aid and assistance should be limited for 

resolving our own occidental issues from our first nation’s perspective to our nation’s first. 

As such, we must reinforce occidental sovereign friendships and see the European Union 

and North America as two equal transatlantic partners within NATO, sharing the burden. 

Further regional integration would be possible, as in Americanada and Europa, in order to 

present two united occidental spheres of influence to counterbalance China and/or Russia. 

In strategic policy terms integration thus becomes the key and COVID-19 is its litmus test.          

 

Synergy dynamic 

The preservation of our occidental standard of living for our children, and theirs, requires 

an effect that is greater than the simple sum of its parts; a productive-pragmatic synergy. If 

we can’t save the world, like passengers on an intergalactic Titanic unfortunately, we need 

to ensure the survival of the fittest for the whole of humanity. Adaptation is fundamental in 

this sense and we must secure and defend the parts of the global system that still function. 

Through sweat, tears and blood, the Occident has built this global system we must protect 

and it behooves us to ensure we are ruthlessly efficient and effective. Much like NATO’s 

true success that has attracted more and more members, the Occident’s own success will be 

like a magnet, pulling friends and allies within our sphere of influence, creating a synergy. 

 

As such, the Occident must act as global system stabiliser and administrator, as upholder of 

moral values, as the central node in the network that ensures some coherence and cohesion.  

The cornerstone of post COVID-19 security and sovereignty is going to become solidarity, 

and if globally this is too hard to secure and defend then saving the Occident is the priority. 

The tendency may well be toward renewed nationalism and protectionism, but in a globally 

decentralised system of systems, interdependence trumps independence. Hence, occidental 

security, sovereignty and solidarity are our founding principles, which are being put to test. 
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The so-called greatest generation has seen the worst of humanity; we must look at the best 

and deliberately create synergy from our situation, society, structure, systems and strategy. 

The Occident will come out stronger from COVID-19 and help save the rest of the world, 

but that is only if we thrive in time of crisis where hard synergic choices have to be made.   

 

Figure 2 – Synergy  

 
 

SYNTHESIS 

In essence, this executive article has argued that COVID-19 is an occidental litmus test that 

represents an immediate threat of course, but which also represents very real opportunities. 

Before saving the world we need to save ourselves and to preserve our own families for all 

of humankind to witness the success. This will act as a magnet for more friends and allies, 

much like NATO’s branding. Based on a comprehensive approach analysis, we presented 

the three principles of Security, Sovereignty and Solidarity as fundamental for our success. 

Some may say this sounds too egoistic, but this is how the system is currently playing out; 

we are essentially in an antagonistic dynamic that we must proactively reverse in synergy. 

 

As proof, just watch the usual suspects of global instability, as well as some more unusual. 

We need to envision a whole force and a national civil service to mobilise all of our human 

capital. We need get rid of the public/private dichotomy and become much more efficient. 

We must leverage new technology as well as become smarter about our own intelligence. 

We must secure strategic friendships with defence benefits in favour of occidental power. 

And we should build on occidental security-sovereignty-solidarity as founding principles. 

In the end, we will pass this test with good spirit in loving memory of COVID-19 victims. 
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